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Overview of the Prize Giving Ceremony for 12th Asia Pacific
Research Prize (lue Prize)

M Overview of the Prize and Flow to the Prize Giving Ceremony

The Asia Pacific Research Prize (lue Prize) was established in 2001 to acknowledge outstanding dissertations
written in the field of humanities or social sciences about the Asia Pacific region. The dissertations are written by
Japanese and overseas students who have completed post-graduate studies and received doctorates from Japanese
graduate schools. This year, we invited students who received doctorates after March 2010 to enter the prize. This
definition does include students who withdrew from a course having completed the coursework after March 2010
and received doctorates afterward. Among the theses recommended and gathered from graduate schools all over
Japan, the following dissertations were selected to the 12th Asia Pacific Research prize as a result of the strict
process conducted by selection committee.

M Overview of the Prize Giving Ceremony

At the Prize Giving Ceremony, the prizes were bestowed on winners, Dr. Arihiro Minoo, Dr. Almas, Dr. Jing Liu and
Dr. Dalaibuyan Byambajav, by Awaji Conference representative director Satoshi lue (Representative Honorary
Member, SANYO Electric Co., Ltd). Dr. Arihiro Minoo and Dr. Almas received an award certificate and 1 million yen
prize; Dr. Jing Liu and Dr. Dalaibuyan Byambajav received an award certificate and commemorative present for
honorable mention. After the reasons for the selection were explained by the Selection Committee Chairman Yutaka
Katayama (Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University), each winner gave a
speech.
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Reason for Selecting Winneré for the 12th
Asia Pacific Research Prize

Yutaka Katayama
(Professor, Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies, Kobe University),
Selection Committee Chairman

This year, we received a total of 26 application dissertations - 16 from Japanese students and 10 from international
students. The total number was almost the same as the previous years. The Selection Committee carefully reviewed
these papers - the number of papers allocated to each committee member was larger than usual - and made a
careful assessment of them. Consequently, the committee reached agreement that we would select one Japanese
student and one international student as the winners of the main prize, and also commend two international
students as honorable mentions. It has been a long time since we last selected a total of four winners for the
main prize and honorable mentions. All members of the Selection Committee are truly proud to have received so
many outstanding dissertations this year.

Mr. Arihiro Minoo, the Japanese winner of the main prize, wrote about a case study involving fair trade. Fair trade
is a movement striving to improve the living standards of producers and workers in vulnerable positions in |
developing countries and to help them achieve independence, by encouraging consumers to continuously purchase
raw materials and products from the developing countries at appropriate prices. Presently, this issue is often
discussed from the perspective of corporate social responsibility, or implementing practical cooperation among
citizens beyond national boundaries. Honestly speaking, there has been almost no empirical research with a focus

on the actual situation of fair trade.

Using his proficiency of Laotian, the national language of Laos, Mr. Minoo conducted participatory fieldwork for
almost two years, with a focus on the daily lives of coffee farmers, and revealed how the farmers utilized fair trade
as a strategy for their survival and risk dispersion. The reality of the farmers was slightly different from what might
be expected by those promoting the fair trade movement. He revealed that the farmers conducted ordinary trading
with brokers to disperse or avoid risk, and also made good use of a movement promoted by the govérnment, such
as the agricultural association movement in Japan. Mr. Minoo went on to present policy recommendations
concerning what to improve in order to further utilize the potential of fair trade. Beyond the boundary of the

discipline of cultural anthropology, his paper features a deep connotation of politics and economics.

To be frank, there is no denying that Mr. Minoo’s paper is slightly rough and fairly unpolished in terms of
methodology. However, he aimed to find out to the best extent possible what the local residents thought and how
they acted. He vigorously pursued his curiosity, which is the starting point for all researchers, and tried every
possible means to identify the life of the local residents and their reality from a wide variety of perspectives. His
paper made the members of the Selection Committee aware once again of the starting point of area studies. In
that sense, his dissertation was very uplifting.



The main prize for an international student was granted to Mr. Aimas for a historical analysis. His dissertation was
honestly too specialized for most members of the Selection Committee to completely understand. His sophisticated
paper was reviewed by non-committee-member judge as well. Utilizing his expertise in the Chinese classics,
Mongolian, and Manchu, he examined a wide variety of writings. According to some experts, the Chinese classics
that he referred to in his paper were so distinctive that even the experts found them difficult to understand. The
experts praised his paper, saying that his research results were rarely seen in the philology of East Asia and that

the scale of the paper was very extensive.

His paper did not completely overturn the common belief among scholars that a large inflow of Han farmers led
the Mongolians to gradually lose their lands, transforming their society and culture. Still, the paper presented many
interesting discussion which have been belittled in historical and other methodological research on traditional
societies. These discussion included when and how the so-called “lost lands” were originally granted; how crops
and agricultural methods affected land use; and how the influence of Tibetan Buddhist monks increased among
Mongolian soldiers and Han people. In addition, the experts were also highly impressed by the fact that such an
innovative paper on Mongolian and Chinese history was written at a graduate school in Japan. Japanese people

must be really proud of this.

In addition to the above two papers, we also commended two more international students - Mr. Jing Liu and Mr.
Dalaibuyan Byambajav. Mr. Liu wrote about the actual situation of entrance examinations for junior high schools in
China and how people selected junior high schools in the country. Due to the compulsory nature of the education
system, no selective examinations for junior high schools are formally allowed in the country. Conducting many
interviews with persons concemned, he revealed details of the complicated mutual relationships between the various
interested parties. Not only did he present a simple educational problem, he also vividly described the social
dynamics that currently exist in China, especially in the country’s urban areas. In this sense, the paper was
outstanding. Moreover, his English was very good, and the paper was so well-organized that | would like my
students to refer to the paper as a model.

Mr. Dalaibuyan Byambajav wrote about the theory of social movement in democratization, which is currently a
popular theme. In Mongolia, which experienced a shift to post-socialism in 1992, democratization did not proceed in
a straight line; there were many twists and turns in the process. By focusing on this process, along with his view
of an ideal civil society and the development of social movements in such a society, he described a very dynamic

development.

Although the main prize was granted to neither of the above two papers, the members of the Selection Committee

unanimously agreed that these papers should also be commended as excellent dissertations.

| would like to conclude my report by once again extending my congratulations to the winners of the 12th Asia
Pacific Research Prize, and to all participants who submitted such high quality dissertations. Thank you very much.
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“A Study about the Ownership of Farmlands and its

Contracts in Inner Mongolia during Manchu Qing Period :
Cases in Guihuacheng Tiimed Banner”
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July in 1996, Graduation from Inner Mongolian Agricultural University. August in 1996, Employment in Neimenggu Caoyuan
Xingfa Jituan. September in 2001, Master course of Inner Mongolian Agricultural University. April in 2004, Research student
in Kobe university. April in 2006, Master course of General Human Science in Kobe university. April in 2008, Research
student of Intercultural Studies in Kobe university. April in 2010, Doctor course of Intercultural Studies in Kobe university.
March in 2013, Acquisiton of Ph.D. from Kobe university. April in 2013, Assistant researcher of Intercultural Research
Center, Graduate School of Intercultural Studies in Kobe university.
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12th Asia Pacific Research Prize (Iue Prize)

Summary

A Study about the Ownership of Farmlands and its Contracts in Inner
Mongolia during Manchu Qing Period : Cases in Guihuacheng Timed Banner

Almas

This study examines hukoudi, farmlands provided by the Manchu Qing government to Mongolian soldiers in the
Guihuacheng Tiimed Banner area (now Hiihhot, capital of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, China) as salaries,
using farmland contracts and litigation documents in Chinese, Mongolian and Manchu held by archives in Inner
Mongolia and Japan. This paper consists of three parts containing ten chapters.

Part One deals with agriculture and hukoudi in this area. The chapter introduction discusses the local climate
conditions and Chapter One outlines issues concerning a land system and soldiers during the Qing Dynasty. The
main body of the paper starts with Chapter Two. Using materials from Chinese local chronicles, this chapter
illustrates how tenant farmers from northern Shanxi Province introduced crop plants and farming methods to this
area. Chapter Three shows through Qingshilu (the official chronicle of the Qing Dynasty) as well as Mongolian and
Manchu official documents that the farmlands distributed in 1743 came to be called hukoudi after 1796.

Part Two compares forms of farmland contracts and ownership in this area and elsewhere in mainland China.
Chapter Four clarifies that tenancy contracts with Chinese tenant farmers can be divided into three categories:
open-ended (cancellable at any time), fixed-term (non-cancellable within a fixed term); and permanent. Mongolian
landowners’ rights to their farmlands would become more restricted in the above order. Chapter Five shows that
farmland pledge contracts signed by Mongolian soldiers can also be divided into the same three categories and
that such contracts led to both Mongolians’ losing rights to receive farmland rents and the Qing Dynasty’s
decreasing military power. Chapter Six examines farmland sales contracts signed by Mongolian soldiers, and
Chapter Seven discusses the presence of irrigation agriculture and lease contracts for water and irrigation ditches
concluded between Mongolian soldiers and Chinese tenant farmers in this area.

Part Three explores the origin of formats of contract documents. Chapter Eight shows that formats of farmland
tenancy contract documents (written in Chinese) used in mainland China are the same as those used in the
Guihuacheng Timed Banner area. Chapter Nine shows that formats of farmland pledge contract documents (written
in Mongolian) used in the Guihuacheng Timed Banner area come from mainland China. Chapter Ten explores how
formats of sales contract documents also come from mainland China. The final chapter provides a conclusion and
discusses challenges for the future.
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Editor's Note

In compiling this report, the Awaji Conference Statement was included at the beginning of
this report as a condensed series of addresses, discussion and proposals from 14th Awaji
Conference. The contents of the addresses and discussion from the International Symposium
and Prize Giving Ceremony (first day), Forum (second day) represent a faithful rendition of
the comments made by the speakers, which was achieved by using tape recordings.

Please note that only part of the Japanese text is available in English, such as the Awaji
Conference Statement and the summary of the International Symposium, Forum and Prize
Giving Ceremony.
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